Uzbekistan has announced that it will offer U.S. forces a base for operations in Afghanistan, and that it does not rule out the possibility of a permanent base if needed. The importance of this cannot be overestimated. Both Russia and China hoped America's incursion into Central Asia was temporary and would end when the terrorism threat abated. Instead, it appears the United States will remain a major player there, not only countering terrorism but also maintaining access to large energy deposits, preserving options for democratizing these states, and establishing a global power projection capability.
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Form Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate for Information Operations and Reports, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington VA 22202-4302. Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall be subject to a penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if it does not display a currently valid OMB control number. Uzbekistan exemplifies this emerging trend. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has for now ruled out a permanent U.S. base, but it is clear that what the Pentagon wants is the opportunity for unimpeded access to Central Asia in the event of future emergencies once the war on terror is over. That approach tallies with the overall restructuring of our basing structure and transformation of the U.S. military into a more expeditionary force because the key point here is the assurance of rapid access, not necessarily the acquisition of permanently deployed forces or permanent bases. Instead, through increased security assistance and regular security dialogues with Central Asian states, Washington hopes to exercise a permanent military influence there.
However, this evolving strategy raises new issues. Beyond fighting global terrorism, it has the effect of restricting, if not containing, Chinese and Russian military ambitions. Moreover, the advent of this capability is also joined to a broader drive to establish a new structure of Asian alliances. Although the implications of these plans for new alliances have not yet been felt, clearly they are part of the most fundamental reorientation of U.S. national security strategy in decades.
It is yet to be seen if these moves are strategically, politically and financially sustainable given the pressures now operating on the U.S. society and military. The creation of this global presence and its accompanying capability to monitor global developments and react quickly to them as objectives of U.S. policy are already visible.
It remains an open question, though, as to whether this new strategy will further aggravate the already widespread opposition to American ambitions we encounter in China, Russia, and elsewhere. Additionally, we cannot yet know whether the public, becoming aware of the strategy, will pay for it or if our economy can sustain the strategy's goals. Moreover, given the current pressures on military manpower, is this strategy viable in terms of meeting strategic objectives? In an age of asymmetric warfare, reconstructing failed states will invariably be America's real strategic objective in any war we fight. Hence the so-called post-conflict phase is a misnomer as we now see in Afghanistan and Iraq-and such conflicts consume manpower. For this new strategy to succeed, many more resources than currently are being allocated must be invested. Otherwise U.S. ends and means will remain asymmetrical or out of equilibrium. In that case we can easily foresee that the strategic consequences of this disequlibrium will not be long in coming, and not just in Central Asia.
